ge-s nionl Sketch of Hon. John C. Breckinridge,
of Kentacky.

of John O, Breckinridge, the nominee of the
National Democraey, for the highest office within the gift of
the American people, is one of the most brilliant and suc-
in the anpals of the distinguished men of our coun-
try. He was descended from au ancestry, both on his pa-
ternal and maternal side, who were distinguished in the wars
of the Revolution ; in the subsequent political conflicts and
history of the country, and especially distinguished for their
great services in the advancement of religion, learning, and
god morais. In Kentucky the name of Breckinridge is held
fn special veneration ; for it is covnected with the author-
ship of the first lar constitution of Kentucky snd the
celebrated State-rights resolutions of 1798, and is also con-
nected with the first efforts made in Kentucky to open the
pavigation of the Mississippi to the great West. Of his an-
cestors on the maternal gide are Witherspoon and Bmith, the
former a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and
both presidents of Princeton College. The connection is an
extremely large one, and has been characterized by patriot-
ic and useful services throogh several generations. He was
born near Lexington, Kentucky, on the 16th of January,
1821, and, although not forty years of age, is the second of-
ficer of the Government—a position, it is universally con-
ceded, be fills with great ability, dignity, and impartiality ;
and now, by the unanimous voice of his party, he is present-
ed for the first office—~selected to bear their standard in the
approaching Presidential contest, to contend for those great
constitutional principles of justice, right, and equality for
which his fathers struggled during the stormy days of the
Revolutidn, and who dedicated the energies of their gifted
minds in establishing and defining the true principles of our
lorions Constitution, under which we have grown from a
ew feeble and sparscly-peepled colonies to be a great con-
federacy of thirty-three sovereign States, teeming with a
po&mlnt on of more than thirty millions of free, prosperous,
and happy people.

Mr. Breckinridge lost his father at an early age, and with
his mother and her four other children, was left almost e¢n-
tirely dependent. With, Lhowever, the generous aid of re-
latives and his own constant exertions, he was enabled to
{em through the necessary course of studies required to en-

r upon the professional career he had marked out for him-
self. Hégraduated at Centre College, Kentucky, in 1538,
passed six Montus a8 regident gradoate in Privceton, pur-
sued his law studies under the instruction of Judge (after-
wards Governor) Ouwsley, and completed them at the Tran-
sylvania Law School. _ ‘

Admitted to the bar in 1541, he determined to try Lis for-
tone in a new land. Accordingly, with no heritage but his

talents and fair name, he sct out in the fall of that year with :\

a friend, and, leisurely porsning his way to observe the
country, he settled in Burlington, lowa. It was, indeed, the
then far-distant West ; for Mr. Breckinridge, during hixs two
years' residence in lowa, hunted the elk and buflalo on the
site of its present capi'al. Thus, in the earliest period of
his manhoud, was Mr. Breckinvidge thrown upon the remote
frontier; and he knows, from the warm and heartfeit asso-
ciations of thuse days, the patriotic, noble, and self-sacri-
ficing character of the American pioneer, He addressed and
married Miss Mary C. Burch, of Scott county, his present
wife, & lady endeared to all by her domestic virtues and her
accomplished manners. Bhe was largely connected with
the influential families of Kentucky, aided by whose influ-
ence the friends of Mr. Breckinridge induced him to aban-
don the idea of returning to lowa. He settled in George-
town, Kentucky, and rose rapidly to distinction in his pro-
fession. But he early took part in the political contests of
his Btate in 1844, ca.nvaase‘fit for Mr. Polk, and from that
Ejeﬁ.d has borne a prominent share in every political con-
ct.

The Mexican war broke out, and the gallant sons of Ken-
tucky were to be found in the front rank of the armies of the
Republic. The glorious yet mornful history of Buena Vista
especially rejoiced and saddened the heart of Kentucky.—

re many ol her bravest gons, hier Clays, her McKees, her
Hardins, slept their last sleep. It was resolved that their
remains should be gathered up, taken to the capital, and
thers consigned to the tomb amidst the tears of the people,
and with all the solemnities which reverence snd love could
dictate. Mr. Breckinridge was the orator of the occasion,
and pronounced a most admirable and affecting eulogy. A
call was gsoon made upon Kentucky for additional troops.-
It was deemed & critical and turning point of the war. Gen-
eral Bcott had advanced upon the city of Mexico. Hisrear
was in possession of the enemy. His troops had been great-
1y reduced in battle and by disease. larger and more peri-
lous movements were in contemplation. Under these cir-
cumstances Mr. Breckinridge volunteered, and received from
his old preceptor, Gov. Uuwsley, the only commisgion of
fleld officer conferred by him upon a Democrat, viz : that of
major. On reaching the city of Mexico, in December, he
found the war virtuzlly at an end, and the regiment to which
he belonged was employed in garrison duty to hold the city
of Mexico, and to protect its inhabitants from pillage and
disorders. During his stay in the city of Mexico, Major
General Pillow was tried by a courtof inquiry. Major
Breckinridge's fine legal talents were required on that oc
casion, when he distinguished himsell by his able and suc-
cessful defence of General lillow.

At the close of the war he rejoined bis family and resum-
ed his profession. Frank, manly, generous, and just, with
a heart that never throbbed with one pulsation, save for the
honor and welfare of his country, he soon bect me a great
favorite with the people, who, fully appreciating his com-
manding talents and noble qualities, called himn from retire-
ment to represent them in the legislature of the State. Al-
though the county was opposed to him in politics, being
Whig by a large majority, yet such was the admiration of
the peole for the sterling qualities of hLis heart, aund the
brilliant ¢character of his mind, that he was elected in the
year 1849, by a decisive majority over his Whig competitor.
Among the foremost in support of Mr. Breckioridge was
that unrivalled orator, Henry Clay, who abjured his politics
to pay a just tribute to the worth and ability of the gallant
young Kentuckian. _

Upon the meeting of the legislature, he was honored with
the Democratic nomination for Speaker, and received the
unanimous vote of his parlr. is term of service was
brief, but he left upon the legislature the ijmpress of his
eloquence and talents, by his able advocacy of the cause of
education, internal improvements, and every other measure
which tended to promote the cause of moral and material
progress. During this session, he jutroduced a series uf re-
solutions affirming many of the principles subsequently en
acted into the compromise legislation of 1850, and they re-
ceived the support of the entire Democratic party in the
legislature. ) )

ty to his young and growing family required that bhe
should return to his profession, when he declined a re-elec-
tion ; but the people, quick to discern and prompt to re-
ward true worth and true greatness, would not permit him
to pursue that conrse which the dictates of his sound judg-
ment and aflectionate beart had marked out for himseif —
In January, 1841, the Hon. L. W. Powell was nominated as
the Democratic candidate for Governor. Yielding to the
urgent solicitations of his personal friends, and the pressing
demands of one of the most enlightened constituencies in
the world, who assured him that Lis candidacy would mate-
rially aid Mr. Powell’s election, he reluctantly consented to
Liecome a candidate for Congress in the Ashlund District.—-
It was a serious proposition. A young man with a family
depending upon him for support, was called on to lead a for-
lorn hope, when defeat seemed inevitable. The name and
home of Clay, hallowed the ground of contest in the hearts
of his devoted followers. Tlhey were loyal in their attach-
ments and confident in their strength ; they bad wealth, in-
fluence, numbers, and they would sacrifice all before the
spot of their idolatry should be profaned by the triumphamt
march of those they deemed infidel to their principles. To
defend their citadel, to represent their sentiments, the Whigs
selected their most gallant champion, Gen. Leslie Coombs,
whose fame is as extended as the Republic. He had been
& soldier with Harrison and Croghan; had shed his blood
to resgue the women of Kentucky from the savage and
brutal foe, and to avenge her men betrayed and murdered
at the River Raisin. He had given a gallant son and a for-
fortune to the cause of struggling Texas. He was
identified with the fortunes of the great chief Lie had served
g0 faithfully and loved go well. He was aneloquent and ex-
perienced speaker, a politician perfectly familiar with the
questions past and pending. He was an able, manly and
enerous foe, and therefore the more formidable before a
entucky constituency. With a full foreknowledge of the
inequalities of the contest, Mr, Breckiunridge, obedient as he
has ever been to the call of daty, at great personal sacrifice,
entered the contest, and, to the constervation of his op-
ponents, and to the surprise and delight of the Democracy
throughout the Union, after a most protracted struggle of
seven months, was elected Ly 530 maujority, s chapge of
more than two thousand votes.

When it was subgequently inginuated in Congress that he
owed his election to foreign aid,”** No, sir,”” said Mr.
Breckinridge; ** 1 eame not here b[y the aid of money, but
in spite of it. I bave to say that I represent a district in
which the money power of the Cemmouwealth is con-
centirated, and that rooney power i8 in the hands of my
opponents. Jt wasloudly proclaimed in the streets of the
&1::! where I live that I should be defeated if it cost $50,-

todoit ; and I can tell the member from New York
that at least $30,000 were spent for that purpose, and, as
the result shows, in vain.

The opposition were defeated, but not conguered; they
determined to make another desperate stguggle to rescue
the district from the grasp of the Democracy. They cast
carefully about for the strongest of their champicns, and
decided in convention to call Governor Letcher to the
nnnﬂigt of 1853. He was a slrong man ; he bad reached
the highest honors his State could confer on him; in
his bands the Whig banner had npever lost a victory or
suffered a defeat, and his friends deemed him invincible.
The nomination of this gentleman wus announced with
shouts which reached the ears of his youthful competitor,
a8 he lay stretched upon & bed of sickness; his courtecus
competitor ealled to tender him a short respite from the
toils of the canvass, but the shouts of his opponents had
aroused the indomitable spirit of the gallant invalid, when,
after returning his thanks to Gov. Letcher for his courtesy,
he replied : ** No, gir, do not delay your canvass on my ae-
count ; take the stump, and I will meet you as soon asmy
strength will allow.” He did so; the contest was long,
fierce, and bitter ; again was the invincible Breckinridge
trin.m&hmtly re-elected by & majority as decisive as that

over his first competitor—his invincibility proved, the pres-
of success stamped upon his brow, and his district,
which for the first timie was rescued by him from the Whigs,
n";;‘:;to the Opposition, in all probability, forever.
Iliant career in Congress for four v i i
the recollection of all. While he was ﬂ.re :j::;:‘ulr 3{:,352&
Clgnt represemtative of all the interests of his immediate
Constituents, he was the bold, manly, and fearless advocate
.°f Democratic principles and measures, and was universall
;C“k:otledged as the leader of his party by his friends and

Indeed,his Power to combine a proper attention to the
minutent wants of hia constituents and to the details of the
public business, with & steady and powerfal grasp of the
g““ &f’hﬂcll and public questions of the day, evince a

readith of capacity and systematic habits of businesa
which fit bim for the first place in the Republic. Thus an
indemnity for the widow and orphans of the galiant McKee,
relief for certain constituents who had made expeusditures
b{ order and on account of the government, reimbursement
of losses to & contractor for ﬂm discontinuance of a mail
service of great importance to Kentuck
restrictions upon the location of military land warrants, the
getling an appropriation for the purchase of an American
cemetery near the city of Mexico, where the remains of our

soldiers were gathered under the protection of

country’s flag, were, lmo:ﬁ others, objects to whieh

he gave Lis exertions, and in sll of which he was success-

ful, exoept in the case of removing restrictions upon the
%“mﬂimrfl;;d wm;nu.

evidence o udgment and capacity in con-

duoting measures through the House, we will refer to the

, the removal of

—_—

defioienoy bill of 1853. It had been rejected by the House,
and recommitted to the Ways and Mesns. The commitice
re(l)orted back fhe same bill, and entrusted Mr. Breckin
ridge with its management in the House. It was vigorous
lg resisted. The discussion lasted several weeks. Mr.

reckinridge was always at bis post, auswering objections,
explaining doubiful peints, in'erposing to eunt off indiscreet
speeches from friends, turning of the hostility of opponents
'hly a kindly word, and finally, with scarcely 1he loss of a
8 n%le item, carried the bill through by & vote of 138 to 111,
In the course of the debate, Mr. Breckinridge said : ** Jam
perfectly aware, Mr. Chairman, of the responsibility which
I bave persoually incurred in att: mpting to condact this bil!
through the committee, [of the Whole.] and that it wonld
be impossible. having the bill in charge, to engage in irre-
levant and heated discossi ps.”

Upon the advent of the Know-Nothing party Mr. Breck-
inridge was the first to take the etump in Kentucky toattack
it. There he laid down the bread proposition that all men,
citizens by our laws, weremqual, and that any distinction
made on account of birth or creed wss at war with the
rrinciples of cur government, end ternded 1o overthrow the
iberties of our country ; and in Congress Lie made the first
speech upon the subject, in which, standing upon this pre-
position, he exposed in a most masterly manner the fallacy
and destructive tendencies of ite creed, 88 st war with the
social relations of life, and a fatal blow aimed at civil and
religicus liberty.

In a debate on 8 bill reperted by Mr. Wentworth, of
Massachusetts, on the 3d March, 1855, to prevent the im-
portation of certain clusses of foreiguers 1o th-is country,
after an able exposition of its absurdity and injustice. Mr.
Breckinridge said : _ ) ‘

“] do not propose to enlarge on this subject. T regerd |
thia bill s one of the fruits of the proscriptive leelicg which I
is just now pervading this country. [ know it is popular. |
and I know it is sweeping like & huiricaue from one end of
tlie country to 1ke other; but it is in corfiiet with the
fundamental principles of pur system of Government, sixd |
[ am willing to oppose my hand to it, and await the time I
when there shall be a reaction in the public sentiment, as |
kpnow there will be. 1 wantthe gentlemen of this House to
kuow that, if they vote for this bill, they draw a distinction
between the poor snd the rich, sllow only the latter class to
couie, nor can they come excepl with & pass in their hands, |
like a negro going from one planatation to another.”

The reaction in public sentiment, which Mr. Breckinridge's
sagacity foresaw, guickly came, when Know Nothingism
vanished hefore the light of investigation like the mists ol‘
the morning before the rising sun.

In general debate Mr. Breckinridge di-cussed, in a|
philesophical and elaborate manuer, sume of the [_*,l‘i’ulEh'tl
juestions of the day, ard dietinguished himself by s hand- |
to-hand encounters »ith the most experierceg gladiators of |
thie House. Thus, in the discussion between him and Mr. |
H. Marchall, the real issue was 8o direetly and vigorously
thrust back by the former, that, notwithstarnding Mr. Mars.
hall's great logeial acumen and fertility of resource, the
equilibrium of the ¢ontest was ful'y restored.  Mr. Breck-
inridge, in an encounter with Mr. Gildings, so pressed him
that the latter tiercely denied the power of the federsl goy-
ernment to enact u fugitive slave law, or to eniploy the force
of the country to enforce it. But he par-icularly signaliz-
ed his fidelity to his friends and principles by his defence of
the gallent soldier of Kentucky, Gene al William 0. Butler,
and of & long array of able nud experienced swtesmen, at
tacked in the January and February wsumbers of the Dem-
ocratic Review, 1852, The wpame of General Butler had
been presentad to the Pemocracy of Kentucky as a nominee
for the Presidency. Francis P, Blair haviog in this event |
signified his intention to vote for him, General Butler was
falsely charged with being infectea with free-soil sentiments,
und indeed with having formed a coalition with the Free-
Soilers. These charges were repeated.and grossly exaggera-
ted in the February number of 1he Demorratic Heview.—
An incidental allusion having been made on the floor of the
House to the slander against Geneval Botler, Mr. Breckiu- ]
ridge, on the 3d March, 1852, rose in his vindication, and
that ol the other statesmen  villified and slandered in the
Democratic Heview, The letter of General Butler on the
subject, which was endorsed by Mr. Breckinridge, and
which the latter read to the House, was so sound and nation-
al in its enunciation of constitutional rights acd principles
a8 to forever put to rest the infumons slander nitered agaiust
him. Taking the sentiments of this letter in regard to the
Territorial question, which were endursed and detended by
Mr. Breckinridge, in connection with the several speeches of
the latter, and especially Lis speech in the House of Re-
presentatives on the 25d of Muarch, 1854, on the Kansas
Nebraska Bill, it will be found that the guestion of the equal
right of the several States to participate n the enjoyment
of the Perritories iz placed on the precise grounds of the
platformadopted in June last by the Nutional Democratic
party which put Mr Breckinridee in nomivation.,

At the risk of eubijecting ourselves to the imputation ol
presenting this question out of its regular order, we will now
consider Mr. Breckinridge's view in regard to the slavery

(uestion.

Geperal Butler, in his letter to Mr. Dreckingidge, said :

“ Ina few years more our wild Territories will become
prosperous States, and each Bite will settle within its own
bopduers the question of slavery by constitutional ensctments,
That uone can question. o the meantime the right of the |
contending parues, whether real or imaginary, will remain
unimpaired.”’

Thus, at thul cariy dav, the veleran hero and statesman of
Kentneky and his champion on the floor of the House, clear-
ly ennuciated the great principle held this day by the Na-
tional Democracy — that the question ol slavery in the Ter-
ritories was to be seltled by constitutional enactinetits on
their admission as States into the Federal Upion. In the
speech of Mr. Breckinridge, on the Kansas snd Nebraska
bill, delivered in the House of Hepresentatives, onthe 23d of
March, 1854, the soundest and maost enjarged views are given
apon the subject of territorial power. Not a gentence is to
be found in this speech in counflict with the platform of the
National Demogracy in June, 1860, or with (he speech of
Mr. Breckinridge at Fraukfort, accepting the office of Sen-
ator 1n Congress, to which he had just been elected by the
Legislature of Ken'ucky.

his speech is remarkable for its clear statement of the
legislation of Congress at critical periods of our history, and
its powerful analysis of the motives aad movements of par-

ties. The compromise of 1820 was simply & plan of adjust-
ment to ward ofl threatemed peril to our country. It
abridged southern rights. It gave to the North undue in-
fluence and ascendency. Yet Mr. Brec'inridge showad that
it was repeatedly violated by the parties under free-soil and
abolition influences, and that in repeated epochs of our his-
tory—the adm:=sion of Missouri—the anpexation of Texas—

there had been exhibited on the part of the great Democra-

tic party of our country a fixed determination to abide by
it. The great struggle came in 1850, when that compromise
was trampled under foot by the refusel to exteud the live of
J6 deg. 30 min. to the Pacific, and the issue was joined be-
tween those who insisted npon Congress probibiting slavery

in the Territories, and those who demanded that the ques-
tion of slavery in the Territories should be left to the peo-
ple who inhabit them, subject only to the Federal Constitu-
tion. This latter principle prevailed. It was determined
that all parties should abide by the decisivns of the courts
in the matter of the title of a master to his sluves in the Ter-
ritories. Thus these compromise measures of 1550 practi-
cally repealed the Missouri compromise line, and established
the principles of the Kansas-Nebiaska act, and of the plat-
form of the National Demoeracy of 1%60

Referring to the compromise of 1850, Mr. Breckinoridge, in
the speech alluded to, said :

** But by the other construction [that it was a permupent
policy] it was indeed a final settlement, a settlement which
removes from the federal theatre the only question that can
disturb our domestic tranquillity, and leaves Congress in
the iutare nothing t0 do in conuection with it, excepu to ap-
ply the established principles us the occasions arige. No,
8ir; whatever some gentlemen msay say Dow, tiu: people
were not guilty of the folly immputed to them by the oppo-
pents of this bill. Their patriotic acclamations went up to
Heaven over an act of healing statesmauship, not overa po-
litical job. They accepted those measures, not as a truce
to faction, but as a bond of lasting cencord.”’

Again, speaking of the compromises of 182¢ and 1850 :

it 'l'lwf {the abolitionists] opposed both these settlements.
They will adhere to neither in good faith, but will appealte
them or rnjuct them as may best promote their incendiary
Eurguses ’ * * * * These are the guestions to

¢ decided in good faith by those who recognize ccmpro-
mises a8 something more important and durable than ordi
pary acts of legislation. While for those who opposed them
both, and who spurn all settlements touching slavery, the
less that is gaid either ol compromise or of plighted laith the
better."’ » * * “ Buch was not the sense in
which that greal compromise [of 1#50] was accepted by the
Ametican people * ¥ . ** Who, then, are the
agitators 7 Who are faithful to the compromise of 18507

lu discussing the principles of the Kansas and Nebraska
bill, Mr, Breckinridge nsed the following expressions:

‘ The effect of the repeal, [Missouri compremise line,]
therefore, is neither to establish nor to exclude, [slavery,]
but to leave the future condition of the Territories depen-
dent wholly on the action of Lhe inhabitants, subject only to
such limitations as the federal Constitution may impose "
5 A “ It will be observed that the right ot the
people to regulate in their own way all theiz domestic in-
stitutions is left wholly untouched, except that whatever is
done must be in accordance with the Counstiiution—the so-

reme law for us all. And the rights of property under the

Jonstitution, as well as legislative action, is properly left to
the decision of the federal judiciary.

‘ Then, sir, neither the purpose nor effect of the bill is to
legislate slavery into Nebraska and Kansas ; but its effect is
to sweep away this vestige of congressional dictation on this
subject, to allow the free citizens of this Union to enter the
common territory with the Constitution and the bill alone in
their hands, and to remit the decision of their rights under
both the courts of the country. Who can go before his con-
stituents refasing to stand on the platform of the Cunstitu-
tion? Who can make a case to them of refusing to abide
the decision of the courts of the Union 7"’ .

After discussing the relations between the General Gov-
eroment and the Territories, he thus sets forth the principle
which should govern and limit the power of Congres to
legislate for the Tersitories :

** I have already sgjd that the Constitution nowhere ex-
E:aas!y grants political power over the Territories. Let us

ar in mind, then, that it can only be an implied power, to
be exercised by a linited government, over @ region, the
common property of States which created this limited gov-
ernment ; and the inference is irresistible that it must be
exercised in the spirit of the political system out of which
this limited government springs. It would follow, if the
power were expressly granted ; but flows with greater
forece'since it is only derivative. What, then, is the aPirit
of th gtem ? I answer, the equality of the Stlales.”’ ***
The tories ‘* are rogions of couniry acquired by the
common efforts®nd treasure cf all the Btates ; they belong,
therefore, to the States, for common use and enjoyment.
The citizens of the States are to inhabit them ; and, when
the population shall be sufficient, they are to become equal
members of the Union.”’

_These extracts are sufficient to show how Mr. Breckin-
ridge went to the heart of the matter in 1854. The principle
then was, both on the part of Congress and of the Territo-
rial legislature, the equality of the Btates. Questions of
property under the Constitution were to be decided by the
courts. Congress, then, had sim ly to see that the principle

of equality was maintained inviolate, and that the decisions
of the courts wereenforced.

Butto resume :

The January number of the Democratic Review attacked
almost every man in the Democratic party whose name bad
been mentioned in connection with the Presidency. The
veteran and experienced who had stood by Ap-

slatesmen,
drew Jackson, and had in vario
thats ' ol us fields of dusy advanced

renown— arcy.
Houston, Butler, and Cass—were held ulph:o pu olodiu‘

of the age. It was boldly asserted that the times demagd-
ed men with ** pot only young blood,” but * young ideas,
to corduct the affuirs of State.

Mr. Breckinriige, after exposing the gross misrepresent-
ations of the Review, and declaring it had traduced the
most honored names in the Demeccratic party, thus gave
bis own viewe of con=ervative progress :

‘ Let mesaya word now upon this question of progress.
I profess to be a friend of rational pri gress ; but I want no
wild and visionars progress. that would sweep away all the
immoyrtal principles of our forefathers : hunt up some im-
aginay gepius place him on a uew policy, give him
*Yourg America’ for a fulcrum, and let him turn the world
ppside duwn  That is not the progress I want to progress
in the line of the principles of our fathers ; 1 want a s1eady
and rational advance—n:t beiond the limits of the rederal
Constituzion ; but | am afraid that soch progi«8s as 1= now
talked about wou!d carry us clear away from that sacred
instrument. I want to progr-ss b: :meliorating the can-
dition of the peopie by fair, justand equal laws end by sim-
plieity, frugality. aud justice marking the operatious uf the
federsl government. Above all, | bope to sce the Demo-
cratic party adhere w.ih immovable lidelity to the ancient
and distinguishing landmarks of its policy. The-e are my
opiviovs on progress: and 1 think the sooner we canvass and
winnow and sift away o;:posih- opiuions the better.

The writer of these articles was known to be the devoted
partizan of the only prominent man mentioned iu connection
with the Presidency who had not been referred to by him
in terms of disparagement. The Review, in fact, assailed,
to use Mr. Breckinridge's words, ** all the candidates except
the distinguished Sepator fromw linois, (Mr. Douglas,) who
seems 10 be a particular favorite.” This called np Mr. Rich-
ardscn, of lllinois, who protested that these uriicles were
written without the knowledge of Judge Ilouglas, and were
agaiust his views apd wishes: and also that Mr. Douglas
having learned that a violent attack was to he made upon
General Butler in the Felruary number, did all he could to
prevent it, but without effect ~ Mr. Breckisridge concluded
in these words: ** ‘gaiu. [ say. Jetus he just; let us be
feir. Let no man by himself, or through his friends, attempt
to promote individual interests by traducing others. If this
course be coutinued, we will nut succeed ; we ought not to
succeed.” .

Ever the faithful gdvocate of the reform of aluzes in the
Government, and economy in its expenditares, he buoldly
oppused all monopuolies, subsidies, ynd exiravazance.

Amongst the various combinatioos which were formed,
to fasten themselves upon the Governmeut, as perpetusl
stipendiaries, during his service in Congress, were* the
** (Jeean Bteam subsidies.”

Bteam lines hud been built chiefly with public money, to
run to Liverpool, Califoruia and Oregon, and applications
wele lade 10 admit otler paities to paiticipate in the pa-
tiouzl gratuity. Lines were asked to Antwerp, to the West
Indies, to Brazil. Veuezucla, Havava, Hamburg. {(enoa.
Gibralta, Marseitles, Toulon, wnd Chiva, and withan expay-
sive euterprise not 1o be cootralled by considerations of
race or region. This combivation of enterpr se and capitul
appealed to all sections of the Uniou, und to all interests of
suciety, appealing alike to the pairiotism of the honest, 1he
aspirations of the ambitious, sud the interests of the sordid.
The aggregate appropriations asked for this purpose, with

the sum giready applied to & similar purpuse, amounted to |

more than six miliuns of dollars.

The ¢combiuation to carry this gigantic monopoly was
puwerlul and harmouvious. lo the language of Mr. Breck-
inridge, the steam bounty system commatded ** the must

owsrful and determined outside pressure ever brought to
tnsur upon any deliberate body." )

It was agaivst this powertul monopoly that Mr, Breckin-
ridge signalized hLis rtern integrity ol churacter and devotion
to the public weal, by vue of the most powerful, brilliant,
and successful assaults upon this monopoly ever made in any
dehberative assemb y.

ending June du, 15852, granting additional compensatior. to
the Culling line of steamers, lie made his greal speech. He
demonstrated that the proposed smendment of the Nenate
Wis to supply no deticiency. becanse it was not pretemded
that the Governmwent of the United States had failed to per-
form strictly its sgreements with Mr, Collins and his ssso-
ciaten: he detonoced i1t as the result of a practice hecoming
too common of regciring necessary approprivtions 1o sus-
tain vthers of donbttal propriety, and regarded it as a fruit
ful source of mischievous legisiation, which he was ever
ready to oppose, He said:

*Heretolore the mouey expemded upon our ocenn mail
system lias been paid on the prineiple of a contract, and the
Governinent was supposed to receive a valuable considera-
tion. The two objects avowed were to obiuin for a fair
price the travsportation of the mails and the germ of an
economical marine. But the question pow presented is
wholly d.fferent We are uiged to open the Federul T eas-
ury tor the purpose of sustaining certain commercial lines
“in 4 national competition.” We are old they mmust go down,
in the rude contests of commerce, unless they are sustained
by the public money. 'Tle tiue question, when stripped of
all disguis.s, is, Shall the Government hecomne the partoer
of individuals ansd compuuies in commereial operations, thus
infl:cting a donble wrong, Ly giviog peculinr advantuges to
a small fraction of the commuuity, and at the sate tiwe col-
lecting the capital it sunscribes by taxation from those who
are 1o be oppressed by the monopoly 2° = * 4 ”
*f, by the ad ption of this smendment, the principle is es-
tablished that Government money shall be expendad Lo sup-
port private commerce, what limit shall be asdigoed to the
application of this priveiple ? The precedent, il adopted
for the benefit of the Coliios line, fike every other Taud pre-
cedent, will be the fruitful parent of a per icious bhood of
lans, and will engraft a raaically false policy upon the le-
gislation of the countr .

** Firy in my judgme. . the propoesition before the conimit-
tee involves the highest interests of trade and the true poli-
¢y of America. As we shall decide it, so will we determine
whether commerce shall be free or fettered; whether the
carryirg trade of the country shall be fastened upon the
public treasury ; whether the free ocean shall be covered
with the hulls of commercial mouopolies, wielded by the
power of the Government, and levelled against Lthe enler-
prise uf its own citizens."”

ttaving exhibited elsborate tabiles ty show the present
character and cost of the veean postal servics, snd ol the
additional expense of similar provositious pending before
Congress, he gays : ** These lines will involve a yearly ex-

at least four and a Lalf millions of dollars,  Chis estimate is
sufliciently low, though not, perhaps, strictly accarate, be-
cause all the applicants have not specilied the compensa-
tion. 1f to this amount be added the present appropria-
tions, we have a total apnual expenditure for this single
brunch of the public service of about six n:illions o! dollars,
and after thiese are estahlished we shall, doubtless, as here-
tofore, have ruwerous applications fur new lines, pressed
with great industry and ability, as well as for incrvased pay
to those alrendy in operation.”’

Besides, however, exposing the vast expenditures which
the proposed system ipvelved —a system exceeding, ** both
iv number of Jines and amount of approgriativns Lo them,
the whole net wo k ol unavigation, with which we are told
England Lus eucpmpassed tie globe "—in continuing his
speech, ¥r. Bieckinride showed how the steam interest had
escaped the responsibility of their first engagement to fur-
pish an auxiliary steam vavy, and be proved, by official
duta, that the vessels buiit by Collins & =loo, and others,
for naval service, were unfit for that purpose.

In the course ol his able argument, which exposed the pun-
constitutionality, extravagance, and inexpediency «f grant-
ing this gratuity, ke paid a heauatiful complhiment to our navy
and commercisl marine. He said :

“lam 8 friend to our commerce, ard favorable to all
proper facilities for extending cur commuuications with
foreign couutries; ! am a frierd. also, ot the navy., The
history of my country preseals to many pages adoined by
its uchievements, 10 allow me to spesk aoght in its dispar-
agement. I pever ¢en be falge to the memories that connect
it with the crisis u! 1776 and 1812, vor ever forget that when
tbhe commerce of Awerica retired from all the seas, and hid
itself under embargoes and acts of now-intercourse, our gal-
lunt vavy contended, not ivgleriously, with the first power
in Christendom, aud avenged th e wrongs we had long suffer-
ed from Linglaud,

““lam by no weans insensible to the national honor and
commercial renown which the Collins steamers have con-
ferred upon our couutry. In common with others, | have
exulted over the victory in steam navigalion won by them
for America, und shounld regrel to learn that the enterpris-
ing capitalists to whum they owe their existence had sus
tained losses from their princely adveuture. My sympa-
thies are warmly enlisted for thuse who bave contended so
nob!y with the first naval power on earth for the mastery of
the seas. Bal are such sympathies a proper basis for legis-
Iation, when, too, that legislution must impose still greater
burdens upou the people. Admit the plea in one cuse; le-
gislate away five hundred thousand dollars upon it from au
slmost exhausted Tressury in one instauce, and where are
you to stop ? Where is the builder, and where are the own-
ers of the yutch * Aperica,’ which lately wou such briiliant
honors in Eaglich waters? With what consistency could
Uongress deny finaucial aid and protection to them, when
demanded upon the ground that they, too, had couferred
pational honor aud naval glory upon our country? 'The
pride of Britain boasting that sbe holds the trideut of the
seas, was not more humbled by our triumph in steam navi-
gation, thun it wus in August last by the success ol it lit-
tle American eiaft, built in New York by American ship-
wrights, and manned in Englund by American freemen.—
The British people have spent centuries in perfecting their
sulling vessels, and English supremscy on the ocean has
beeun the cherished object of national desire. One of her
poets sang, in exulting strains —

* Her march is o'er the mountain wave,
Her home is on the deep "’

But such a boast is now idle ; Albion 2o longer * rules the
wave." The last plank to which she clung was wrested from
her by an American shipwright and by American individaal
enterprise.”’

Having shown that all such payments from the public
treasury as contemplated by the ocean mail service were
made ** to private ivdividusls, for the constraction of pri-
vate ghips for private gains,' he coutinued : ** If any refer-
ence to the Constitution of the United States may be made
in these days of magnificent monopolies and wholesale plun-
der, without calling np a smile of derizion, I would enquire
where that instrument confers the power to give such gra-
taities ? And I desire to be pointed to the clause empow-
ering us to tax one interest for the purpose of building up
anoiber. I put the question to Republicans everywhere,
aud especially do I commend it to gentlemen of the Demo-
cratic } arty—a party whose cardinal principles have ever
been in direct conflict with such abuses.”

Heroically resisting the influences around Lim, with an

eye single to his conntry’s weal and renown, the impassion-
ed orator closed his powerful speech on this cccasion in the
following manner :
_‘“ Mr. Chairman, this amendment may pass this House, as
it has passed the Senate. I kuow the power of the iufluen-
ces al work in its favor; personal friendships, local inter-
ests, continued soliciiations - all these are actively exerted,
and are hard to resist. You msy succeed in giving to the
Collins line alone nearly one million of dollars a year; you
may succeed in maintaining a little longer this ocean aris-
tocracy, aureporl.ed, like the British nobility, by the sweat
of the people, but the day of its destruction will come.—
Every step taken in continuation of this system increases
the number to be retraced, because a principle which is
both false to our destiny, and unjust, cannot find a perma-
nent resting place in the American statute book. When the
country comes to understand and realize the effects of this
legislation, it will demand its instant and final repeal.

* Mr. n, the time will not allow me pursoe this
subject further, nor to s of other abuses vow weighing
down the Government. universal tendency among those
who hold power in a country whose resources are

mdmhmgtuthafudlumﬂmdnm als
together antiquated, unequal to the tendencies

ample, is to extravagcice. It is time to inscribe
our banne:s EcoNoMY, RETRENCEMENT, QRN ; and l‘::

Upon an samendment mude in the Senate o Honse bill Lo
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the tiseal year,

penditure to the governmeunt above the present contracts of

i “of con-
ne, I will labor faithfully with those who, instead
=tnntlg seeki? for new resources of expenditure, shall
strive to curtai
menr..’PmBj i Mr. Breck-
The dent sustaived the grounds taken by Mr.
inridge, in his veto message, from which the following ex-
tract is made :
« This bill will, in effect, confer a gratuity,
nally making provision for the transportation of
the United Etates.
Of“ 'I?o pr::-\rlde for making u donation of such magnitude,
and to give to the arrangement the charscter of ;mrmam.'u_cei
which this bill proposes, would be to deprive commerclg
enterprise of the benefits of free competition, and to esta f
lish & monopoly, in violation of ths sounlest prln-:lple-a <
public policy, and of doubtful compatibility with the cou-
stitation."’

whilst nomi-
the mails

Not receiving the requisite two-thirds on the taking the |

vote on the receipt of tke Vetu message, the bill failed to

become a law. .
The little opportunity aflorded Mr. Breckinridge, owviqg
to the nuiversal acquiescence of the Demucralic party ia
the 1arift of 1846, to pardcipate In any Congressional fi!sm]:u‘s.
sion upon that sshject. accounts for the absence from his
record of anyihing with 1eference thereto, exceptl iti & siu-
le snd important instan e. :
¢ In 1854 ul:x immense lobby congregated at Washlogton, in
the pay of the vast inte: ests desicing the repeal of the duty
on raiiroad iron, with the. seifish purpose of enriching them-
selves out of the immense smount of the depletioa in _t_he
revenues of the country which would follow their snccess.
Mr. Breckinridge being opposed to special legislation in

all its forms, but more particularly where it proposed to |

disturb a well-composed system of acquiring reveunue as the
mere demand of rich capitalists, and always opposing a firm
resistance to the mareh of the lobbyist against the integrity
of legislation, took an active part in defeating the billfor that
purpose, and succeeded by his untiring energy and great
inffuence in the House 'u klullig it. X 3

His tribute to the charscter and services of Henry Clay,
vpon introduciug resvlutions of respect to his memory, the
day after Lis death in Washington, was the most beautitul,
touching, and eloguent ever delivered in the Halls of Con-
gress. When the tull, manly, and diguitied form f-'_l Lie
young orator arose tu eler the -rex-:uluuuuﬂ. every eye was
turned upon him ; a breathless silence pervaded the Hall
and the crowded auditory m the galleries, and, as he por-
tiuyed, **in thoughts that breathe and words that buru,
the virtues and talents of the illustrious orator and states-
man of Kentucky. and mourned the nation's loss of tuis
great man, mwany au eye wus bathed in lears, and mavy a
bosom beaved with emotion, in respense to his glowng
eutogy upon the departed statesman, vrator, snd pariot.

The hand of no master ever painted & more taitbful, life
like portrait than is to be found in the vivid delineation of
the churacter of the unrivalled orator and statesman, Heury
Clay, when Mr. Breckinridge said : .

«" A aleader in a deliberative body, Mr. Ciay had no
equal in Awerica. In bim, intellect, person, elequence and
coursge unted to form a chaacter fit 10 command. He
fired wi h Lis own enthnsiasm aud coutrolled by his amazing
wiil, wdividauls avd was=es. No reverse co Id crusl his
spirit, nor defeat reduce him Lo despair. rqually eiect aud
dzuutless in piosperity and adversity—when successiul, he
meved 10 the secomplistianent of bis yurposes with meie reso-
lution; when defeated, he rallied his broken bands arcund
him, and from his eagle eye shot along their ravks the con-
tigion of his oWl couinge. Destined tor a leader, he every-
whete usserted Lis des my.  In his lony und e entful life Le
came 10 contact with men of sll ranks and professions, hut
he naver felt that e wus in the preseuc: of & man superior
1o himsell. Iu the assemblies of the peopie, at the bar, in
the =endte, eve ywhere within the cirele of his personal
preseuce, he assamed snd maintained a position of pue-
vinipence.

 But the supremaey of Mr. Clay as a party leuder was
not his only por his lighest title to renuwi. 1 hat title is to
Lo found in the purely patriotic spirit which, on great oc-
casions, always sigualized his conduct. We have had vo
statesman who, 18 peiods of resland  immieut ;_mt_.lu.'
petil, bs exhibited a more genuine snd enlarged patrioiisin
thau Hemy Clay.  Whonever a gquestion presented iselt ac-
tuslly threstening the existence of the Union, Mr. Clay, ris-
ing above the passions =0 the hour, slways exerted his
powers to solve it, peacefully and honorably. although
prore lable than most men, trom kis impetnous and ardent
natnie, o fell strougly the passions common to us all, it
was Lis rave fuenlty 1o be able to subdue them in a great
erisis, and to hold towards all sections of the Counfederacy
the langnige of concord and brotherhood.

o+ Rir, it will be a prowd pleasure to every true American
Lieart toremember the great occasions when Mr, Clay has
displayed € sublime patriotism—when the ill-temper en-
gendered by the times snd the miserable jealousies of the
day sveived to have beendriven from his bosom by the re-
pulsive power of nobler feelings—when every throh of bis
heart was given to his country, every eflort of his intellect
dedicated to hier service. Who does net remember three
periods when the Amevican system of government was ex-
posed toits severes® triuls ; and who does not know, that
when history ehall relate the struggles which preceded aud
the dangers which were averted by the Missouri com-
prowise, the Tarill’ compromize of 1552, and the Adjustment
ul 1550, the same pages will record the geuvius, the eluguence,
iud the patriotism of Henry Clay 7

** T'he life of Mr. Clay, sir, it a strikieg example of the
abiding tame which surely awaits the direet amd candid
statesman. The entire abseuce of equivocation or disguise
tn all his acts was his master Key to the popular liart;
for, while the people will forgive the errors of a beld and
open nature, he sins past forgiveness who deliberately de-
ceives toem. Hence, Mr. Clay, though often defeated in
his measures of policy, always secured the respect of his
opponents, withuut losing the contidence of his friends.—
He never paltered in a double seose. The country was
never in doubt as to his opinious or his purposes. In all the
contests of hig time, his position on great public questious
was a8 ¢lear as the sun in a clondless sky.

** =ir, standing by the grave of this greal man, and con-
siderit g these things, how contemptible does appear the
mere logerdemain of polities ! What a reproach is hix life
ou that ralse policy which would trifle with a great and up-
right people ! If I were to write his epitapn, | would in-
seribe, as the highest eulogy, on the gtone which shall mark
bis resting place : * Here liesa mao who was in the public
service fur lifty years, and never attempted to deceive his
countrymen '

It may be remembered that the rela‘ions between Mr.
Clay aud Mr. Breckiuridge were of the most cordial and
friendly chaiacter. We have already mentivned the support
given him by that stutermwan upon his election to the
Kentucky Legislature; sud we may add, that Mr. Breckin-
ridge was much with him in the litter years and closiug
scenes of Lis life, and slways cherished a sincere admiration
for his talents, and veneration fur his virtues.

Iruring the second term for which Mr. Breckinvidge was
elected to Cougress, he was nominated by President Vier-e,
and confirmed by the Sepate, as Minister to Spain; but he
declined the honor, preferring to comply with hisrepresent-
ative pledge o t e people who had elected him.

Alter four years of coutinuvus service m Congress, where
Le demonstrated Lis Ligh gualities as a statesman, aud h s
power as s brilliant orator, he retited again from pulilic
life, and resumed the practice of the law.

fu the lapgunge ol a speech made by him, in 1835, he said:

** During the past four years, in which he was wholly de-
voted to public lite, his private affairs and the heal'h of his
family had so sullered, g5 to have left him without a choice,
but compelled bim, by the highest obligations he couid re-
cognize, to retire from a position in which he must neglect
the care lie owed 1o one whom it was his firstdaty to
clierish.”’

Fothow how he was esteemed, even by his political op-
porents, we give the following extract from the Louisville
Journal, edited by the talented Prentice :

** We believe him to be a conscientious and honorable as
well as & mostable man.  We have been hali-afraid, during
th cuanvass, to express fully our opinion of him. lest aur
Whig friends in his district, and elsewheie, m'ght deem it
untrue to the interest of cur party. * * Mr. Breckin-
ridge is a pure and noble-hearled man, and a liberal minded
politician ; he has earned and won at home, and at Washing-
ten, as high a reputation for talents as belongs to any man
of his age in the United States * #* The Hon. John (.
Breckinrioge, in a letter to his constituents, - declines & re-
eloetion Lo Congress.  He wiil be mach missed in (hat body.
His great urbaovity, his perlect fairness, and his powerlul
talents, made him one of ths very foremost of its master-
spirits. He has a uvationul reputation, and nobly has he
won it.”’

_Mr. Breckinridge was chosen one of the delegates from
Kentucky to the Cincinoati Conveniion. The ciicumstances
urder which be was nominated by that Convention for Vice
President of the United Stutes, we give from Juhn Savage's
b ook, styled ** OQur Living Representative Men.” After
the vomination of Buchnan for the Presidency, several
names were offered for the second office—among others,
that of Joha C. Breckioridge, proposcd by the Louisiana
delegation, through Geueral J. L. Lewis. Acknowledging
the tisttering manifestation of good will, Mr, Breckiaridge
begged that his name wouid be withdrawn. On the first
bailut, however, the Vermont delegation, through Mr.
Smalley, believing that no Democrat has a right to refuse
his services when Lis country calls, cast its tive votes for
Breckinridge. Many other BStates followed; and of the total
Le received fifty-oue votes—second on the list, and only
eight under the first, General Quitman. On the secoud ballot,
Muine, New Hamsplire, and Vermont led off for Breckin-
ridge ; Massaclusetts tollowed, with eleven out of thirteen
votes. Rhode Island followed, with her four; then the New
York Sofis gave him eighteen; Delaware, Marylind, and
Virginia voting in the same way. It became quite whvious
that he was the choice of the body; and though séveral of
the remaining States voted for other candidates, they quick-
ly, one by one, changed their votes—tha several delegates
making neat and appropriate speeches in announcing the
change. The names of other candidates were withdrawn,
and the whole poll went for Johan C. Breckinridge ; at
which the Convention rose, and with waving of handker-
chiefs and the loudest vocal demonstrations directed its at-
tention quu the tall and graceful ddlegate from Kentucky,
who had been so unexpectedly nomirated for so exalted a
post. It was long before the demonstrations subsided, so
as to allow & word to be leard. At last, the commanding
figare of Mr. Breckinridge stood, ironting the mighty
triumph. It certainly wasa timeto try a young man. He
spoke briefly and beccmingly. The result just announced
was unexpected, and his profound gratitude was without
words. He gave the Convention the simple thanks of a
true heart ; and_exggewng his appreciation of their first
choice, and linkiog his humble name with that of the tried
statesman of Peunsylvanis, cordially endorsed the platform
and sat down amid the booming of cannon and the yocifer-
ous :ﬂ;‘:lsuse of the maultitude outside, breaking in upon
and almost overpowering the loud cheers withun the hail.

By virtae of the office of Vice President, Mr. Breckinridge
is President of the Benate; but can take no part in its de-
liberations. With a commanding person, a full and me-
lodious voice, and a quick perception, no officer has ever
presided over 1hat august body with more graceful dignity
and impartialisygis the universal sentiment.

Upon the removal of the Sepate from its old and time-
honored chamber to the new and beautiful chamber where
it holds i3 meetings, Vice President Breckinridge delivered
an address, replete with noble and patriotic se ents,
clotbed in language remarkable for its purity sud beauty
and closed with the following stirring appeal to Benators to

pres:rv; the Oé)enstitt:tion: 5 , :

‘* And now, Benators, we leave this memorable cha
bearing mth’tm. unimpaired, the Consti mml:aomhm?&ré
trom oar forefathers. Let ua cherish it with ful ac-
k:mﬂ?dgm?nu t:n:‘ha i ivine Power who con the desti-
nies of em whose . -
5 11;“' goodness we adore 'ﬂu gu-?e_
to ; but the princi-
» guarded by wisdom and vir-
decay. Let usdev

the al:eady enormous cost of this Govern- |

another shall
- g ns and in-

ion of po'narity shall wit-
deliberations of the Representatives of American

noss $he & erous and free.”’

, still uni ros ]
Bt%?t?t’h :E:t motde:l't; and diffidence which ever characterizes

C. Breckinridge has never sought any of the re-

:\l}’)eor;:l‘igl?:ﬂices and disﬁngnished'honomusrhieh the Ameri-
can people have conferred upon him, as a willing tribate to
his talents, his patriotism, and his integrity. He has rather
avoided than courted them. In a speec _which he delivered
i House of Representatives, at Frankfort,
in the hall of the Ho ;4 ¥ .
Ky., December 21, 1859, after his election as United States
Senator, he feelingly and bes_l.unful_ly returns his thanks for
the honor conferred, pays 8 just t_nbute to the merits of bis
competitors, and clearly and ibly defines ll‘.“’ "ef‘“ 'l‘f’gn
the great and absorbing question of the equality of all the
States in the Territories, purchased by the common treasare
and blood of ail. We quote the following : )

v This election occurred in my absence. If I had beenin
private life, it would have given me pleasure to mingle per-
sonally and interchange opinions with my fellow-citizens
here. But uuder existing circumstances, I thought it more
respectful to the Legislature, to remain where my public
duties called me.

++ t i3 probably not necessary, yetI am sure every gener-
ous epirit will pardon me for referring to some vague rumors
which have reached my ears, traceable to no distinct source,
and apparently owning no respectable parentage, to the ef-
fect that my election was the result of some understanding
or arrangement between certain distinguished péentl_emeu and
myself, or between their friands and mine. Nothing could
be more unjust and insulting to you, and to n!lembrsced by
the imputation. Standing in the presence of tle men who
| elected me, 1 pronounce these rumorsto be wholly unfound-
ed and false ; and for myself, I publicly dccls_re tha.t I bave
not, in conpection with these proceedings, #aid, written, or
done anything which | am unwilling should be known to the
whole Legislature. This trust was your free gift, aod when
it came to my hands I received it unstained by the slightest
tuint of bargaio or intrigue. I accept it, proudly, gratefully
— happy to be associsted in the public service with your
admirable delegation in the House of Representatives and
the able and true-hearted gentleman who will be my col-
league in the Senate ; and with a loyal purpose to deserve
yuur confidence. . .

A breathless silence pervaded the immenss auditory of
Lepresentatives and citizens, as they listened with the deep-
est attention to this masterly effort. With his eye beaming
and his heart glowing with patriotic devotion to the Consti-
tution and Umon, Mr. Breckioridge closed with a soul-stir-
ring appesl to the national and couservative men of all creeds
to unile in the overthrow of the Republican organization,
whose doctrites if carried ont will sap t e very foundations
o! onr Government, He sait: .

“ The fitst daty of all who lo~e their country 18 to over-
throw the Repoblican pariy; and with this conviction I
gbould be untrue to Keutucky. if Idid not plead for the
nuion of all 0: posed to that dangerous organization ; and to
tall to pieces on questions of less maguitude than its defeat,
is to surrender to its domination, and all the {atal conse-
quences that may ensae.

** There is suother element at the North, not large, hat
noble aud true. It consists of the scattered cohorts of the old
Whig party--of men like Everett, Choate and their associ-
ates—whose conservatism, culture, and patriotism rebelled
against the Zepublican aliiance. Besides, there are many
thousands i the Northern States who seldom attend the
polls, and whese voices have not been heard amidst the
ctamors that surronad them. To all these let us appeal, let
us solemnly demanu a general revo't of the virtue and loyal-
ty of the country against the pernicions p inciples that
threaten its safety ; and when all the forces are arrayed in
their proper ranks, we shall be able to sce what remains to
hope or fear. ) .

- For my=ell I cherish a buoyant hope in the destiny of
onr common country. It is not well to doubt that the good
Providence which hus protected us in the past will take care
of us in the future, and out of these commotions will lead
us to au era of tranguility snd peace.”

The tried, wrusty, and successful leader; in many a hard-
fought balttle, the Democracy at Baltimore, with & unani-
mity as flattering as it was Just, selected Major Breckinridge
as their standard-hearer in 1ne approaching Presgidential con-
test, Shrinking from no vesponsibilities which Lia country
would impose upon him, he nobly accepts the post in his
letter of acceptance of the nowivation for the Presidency,
which so forcibly elncidates the true principles upon which
this Government should be administered. He truthfully
HUYE

1 have not sought or desired to be placed beture the
country for the oflice of President., When my name was
presented to the Convention at Charleston, it was withdrawn
by a friend in obediznce to my wishes. My views had not
changed when tee Convention reassembled at Baltimore ;
and when I heard of the difterences which occurred there,
my indizposition to be connected prominently with the can-
vuss was confirmed and expressed to many friends.

* Without discussing the occurrences which preceded the
nominations, and whi h are, or soon will be, well under-
stoud by the country, | have ouly to say that | approved, as
just and pecessary to the preservation of the national or-
ganization and the =acred right of representation, the act of
the Convention over which you continued to preside, and
thus approving it, and having resolved to sustain it, [ feel
that it does not become me to select the position I shall oc-
cupy, nor w shrisk from the responsivilities of the post Lo
which I liave been assigned. Accordiugly laceept the nom-
inativn from a sense of public duty, and, as 1 think, unio-
fluenced in any degree by the allurements of ambition.

* L avail myself of this occasion to say, that the confidence
in my pergonal and public character, impiied by the action
of the Convention, will always be gratefully remembered,
and it is but just algo to my own feelings to express my gra-
titication at the association of my name witii that of my
friend General Lane, a patriot and a soldier, whose great
service in the field and in the couneil entitle him to the grat-
itude and confidence of his countrymen.

** The resolutions adopted by the Convention have my
cordial approval. They are just to all parts of the Union,
to all our citizens, native and paturalized, and they form a
noble policy for any admiuistration."’

It has been the purpose of this brief memoir of the life of
Mr. Breckinridge to present him as he is—to exhibit his
ptblic character by his public acts. Left an orphaa in his
early vears, with a mother and her littie ones dependent up-
on him, he is found steadily and valiantly fronting adversity,
snd, almost entirely by his own exertions, laying the broad
foundations of lus future usefulness. All the elements of a
great and noble character seem blended in bim—truth, gen-
erosity, prudence, judgment, intrepudity, a devoted love of
his country. It would seem that he was the fruit of the gen
erativns of valor, patriotism, and learning from which he
sprang. In the couoflicts of war and peice he has never
surank from danger or respousibility ; buat bas intrepidly en-
countered them, and always trivmphantly achieved his aim,
Yetl so consitlerate and just bas Le beeun to all, that he has
ravely bad, and vever deserved to have, an enemy. To pro
vide and cnre for those nearest and dearest to Lim, he re-
tired to private life ; to fullil his pledges to constituents, he
declined honorabie and high positions. He has resisted firm-
ly the sedactions of flattery ; and when grave and more ex-
perienced men  yielded to the allurements of interest,
or were influenced by the appliances of the buugry
leechies of the public treasury, he was the censor, rebuk-
iug the departure from the principles of the faihers, and
calling men back to the fundamental doctrines of economy,
sobriety, and frugality in the management of the affairs of
the government. Inth carly prime of his manhood, we
find him invoking rever:nve for years and services, and
hwlding up to rebuke and iudignation 1he attempt to bring
into disrespect with the people men that had dedicated to
them long f‘caru of service. Is he not & character fitted for
this critical emergency of our lustory, when factions rend
the land, and the two portions of our Confederacy are look-
ing threatenivgly into each others’ faces ¥ Onthe one side,
a lierce and bitter determination to impress an ircn law up-
on all these States ; and on the other, an equal determing-
tion to re=ist unto the death this attempt at domination.

There are indeed other parties and other candidates, but
the contest must nltimately be between these two. Who
can doubt tha devotion of John C. Breckiuridge to the Con-
stitution and the union of these States 7 Who can doubt
that be wil administer the government, if elected President,
with a firfn and vigorous hand ; with a lofvy patriotism ;
with a purity and & torecast worthy the early days of the
republic 7

It is right that the young man who d:fended age and
service ehould succeed one of the very eminent men he de-
fended, aud that he should de so at a period of life, when a
mature judgment and a large experience are united with the
bighest physical strength and development,

We will relate an incident which occurred during the last
days of that distinguished man, Heury Clay, which, while
it ilustrates his sagacity, the subsequent career of the
3-nutkhrul Breckinridge attests the truth of his prophetic re-
mark.

A gentleman who was constantly with Mr, Clay during
Lis last illuess, states that, upon going into his room one day,
be found Mr. Breckinridge sitling by the bedside of the dy-
ing statesman, reading aloud to him. After Mr. Breckin-
ridge left the room, Mr. Clay said : ‘‘That young man is
serving now his first term in Congress; 1 perceive in himsd
much judgment and talent, so many of the elements of true
statesmanship, that Iclearly foresee he will yearly grow in
the confidence and esteem of his countrymen, and eventual-
ly receive the highest honors it is in their power to bestow.

The prediction, now partly accomplished, will doubtless
be completely fulfilled in November next, when the people
speak their sentiments at the ballot box.

In the glowiog language of the eloguent .and gifted
Kentnckl_au, let our motto be “Tug CONSTITUTION AND THE
EQUALITY OF THE STATES ; THESE ARE THESYMBOLS OF EVER-

LASTING I'NION ; LET THESE BE THE RALLYING CKIKS OF THE
PEOPLE." ®

Later from Huvann.

New Orreaxs, Angust 3.—The steam ship Phila-
delphia, with Havana dates to the 30th ultimo, arrived
at this Eort to-day. Tler latest advices report the Su-
gar market firm, at 8! rials. The exports for the week
were 42,000 boxes, and the total exports thus far 628-
000 boxes, ngaiqst 693,000 in the corresponding ricx’l
last season. Freights are advancing. Sterling Excﬁnge
is quoted &t 13a 13% per cent. premium ; Sight Ex-
change on New York at 1 a 124 per cent. premium.

Svir AcaiNst THE Grear Easterx.—New York
Aug. 5.— A suit has been commenced agaiost the steam-
er Great Eastern for an infringement of an American
patent in the combined use of the paddle and screw asa

motive power. The damages are laid at $50,000.

e T——————
GEORGE KIDD'S COTTON GIN.
VHE UNDEESIGNED have received the agency for the
gale of the above Cotton Gin in the State of N orth Caro-
lina, to which Gin is attached McLendon’s late valuable im-~
provement, and would call the attention of Cotton farmers
to the fact that this Gin with the improvements thereto at-
tached, is made to pick one-third more cotton per day, and
maki:g a difference of one-half cent per pound more in the
sug than t'l;e ordinary Gin. It takes lfe Cotton off of the
me:agﬁﬁ?m any other Gin in use, and it is be-
M} g d | provement that has been made ip 8
persons desirous of purchasing Cotton Gins would d

:iell to 31&3; ti:l the Bubleibmwhu will take pleasure '12
merits of the late improvement. . e
T JAS. T, PETTEWAY

2 & CO.,
Jute 308, 1300 Agenta for North

bear toa |
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SANFORD’S
LIVER, INVIGORATOR,
oot o svmbited o 3 el
all that have useqd

known and appproved by e s us d“: ;::‘}:

now resorted to with confi-
which it is recommended. |
It has cured thousands
who bad given up all hopes
unsolicited certificates in
The dose must be adapt-
the individual taking it, and

act gently on the. Bowels.
Let the dictates of your
use of the LIVER IN-
cure Liver Complainis,
gia, Chronic IDiarrhea,
entery, Dropsy, Sour Stom-
C-‘hf;i?c, O?agigra, O olera
Flalulence, Jaundice, Fe-
be used successfully as an
cine. It will cure SICK
sands can testify) in lwenly
Teas uls are taken at

{ Allwho use it are givin their testimony in jig £,y
MIX WATER IN THE MOUTH WITH Tﬂga‘}"t-.
VIGORATOR, AND SWALLOW BOTH TUGETHE.\.
Price One Dollar per Bottle, &,

—ALSO,—
SA l‘g FORD’S

AMILY

CATHARTIC  PILLS,

COMPOUNDED FROM

Pure Vegetable Extracts,
Air Tight, and will keep

The Family Cathartic
tive Cathartic which the
practice more than twerty

The constantly increas-
have long used the PILLS
all express inregard to their
them within the reach of

The Profession well know
on different portions of the

The FAMILY CATHAR-
reference to this well estab-
ded from a variety of the
which act alike on every
val, aud are good and snﬁe
tic is needed, snch as De-
Sleepiness, Pawns in the
ness, Pawn and Soreness
sudden ecold, which fre-
in a long course of Fever,
ing Sensation of Cold over
aciie, or Weight in the
Disvases, Worms in Chil dren or Adulis,
(ism,a great Purtfier of the Blood, and many diseasey
to which flesh is heir, too nunierous to mention in thj,
advertisement., JDose, 1 lo 3.

PRICE 3 DIMES,
THE LIVER INVIGORATOR AND FAMILY CATH4p.
TIC PILLS are retailed by Droggists generally, and g4
wholesale by the Trade in all the large towns.
8. T. W. BANDFORD, M. D.,

Manufactorer and Proprietor,
335 Broadway, New York,
171&31—]y

T —

within the last
of relief, us the nop2ct™
mdy possession shoy,
ed to the temperamen
used insuch quantitieg mgf,

Jjudgment guide i
VIGORATOR, agg » the
Billious Allacks, I}yé wil

Summer Complayy ﬁp
ach, Habitua Coscfﬁ .

Morbus, Choler. e,
male Wealnesses Lo,
Ordinary Fomily ‘5 )
HLA.DACHE, (as th L
minules, if oo gr .
commencement of a‘mkee

INVIGORATOR.

LIVER

and putup in GLASS 01
any climate. S CASks,
PILLS is a gentle but ap.
proprietor has used i, hi
years, :
ing demand from thoge
and ﬁhe _satisfaction wgﬁﬁ
se. J
:“? a8 induced me 10 place
that different Ca i
el thartics got
TIC PILLS has, with g
lished ra{c:., been‘ com c:il;e.
ptirest Vegetable Extraets
part of the alimentary oy
in all cages where a Cathay
rangements of the Storagg),
Back and Loins, Cestipe.
over the whole b dy, from
uentl,\:. it neglecléd, end
ss of Appetile, a (yop
the body, Restlessness, Hugg,
Hoad, all Inﬂamnmtmy

Rieumg.

CATHARTIC PILLS.

March 24, 1860.

Thousands are dail{{speaking in the praise of
DR. EATON’'S

INFANTILE CORDIAL,

and why ? because it never fails lo afford wmstantan s 1,
lief when given in time. It acts as if by magic, and one
trial alone will convince you that what we say is true, |y

“""N0 PAREGORIC OR OPIATE

of any kind, and therefore relieves by remocing the sufier.
ings of your chiid, instead, of by deadening s sensilnlitus,
For this reason, it commends itself as the only relialle pre.
paration now known for CHILDREN TEETHING, DIAR.
RHEA, DYBENTERY, GRIPING IN THE BOWELS, ACID
ITY OF THE STOMACH, WIND, COLD IN THE HEAD, and
CROUP, also, for soflening the gums, reducing twlamaltion,
r¢ ulating the Bowels, and relieving pain, it has 1o egual—
being an anli-spasmodie it is used with unfaihng sucoesein
all cases of CONVULSION OR OTHER FITS. As you
value the life and health of your children, and oish (o sar
them from those sad and blighting consequences which e
certawmn lo resull from the use of narcotics of which all ollig
remedies for Infanide Complaints are composed., like wow
hut DR, EATON'S INFANTILE CORDIf—l L, this you tay
rely upon. It is perfectly harmless, and cannot injure the
most delicate infaut. Price 25 cents. Full directions accoy
paoy each bottle. Prepared only by
CHURIH & DUPONT, Droggiste,
No. 409 Broadwuy, New York,
And by all respectable Druggists throughout the countr,
Sold in Wilmington, N. C., only by WALKER MEAREs,
Febroary 27th, 1860—148-27-eowly. Droggid,

ECONOMY! S

A Save the Pieces!

As uooldents will happen, sven in well-regulated familia, il
very desirable to have some cheap and convenient way for repalrisg
Furniture, Toys, Crockery, &o.

SPALDING'S PREPARED GLUE

meets sll such smergencies, and no household can afford to be with
outit. It is always ready, and up to the sticking point. Tharels
no longer a necessity for limping ehairs, splintered veneers, hasdiss
'o''s, and broken eradles. It is just the article for cone, shall, and
oller mamental work, 80 popular with ladles of refinement :d
taste,

Thie admirable preparation is used cold, being chemieally held =
solation, and possessing all the vainable quslities of the best euhlnet-
makers' @lue. It may be used in the place of ordinary muelss
being vastly more adhesive,

“ Uservr v Every Housr.”
H. B.—A Brush acoompanies each bettle.
Price, 25 Centa.

Wholesale Depot, No. 48 Cedar Street, New York.
Address HENRY C. SPALDING & €O,
Box No. 3,600, N. York.
Put up for Dealers in Cases containing four, eight, and
twelve dozen—a beantiful Lithrograph Show-Card accom
panying each package.

A& A single bottle of SPALDING'S PREPARED GLUE
will save ten times its cost annually to every honsehold.
Bold by all prominent Stationers, Druggists, Hardws®
and Furniture Dealers, Grocers, and Fancy Stores.
Country merchants should make a note of SPALDING®
PREFARED GLUE, when making up their list. | #
stand any climate.
Feb. 1, 1868. 1254217
ROYAL HAVANA LOTTEKY. .
T NEXT ORDINARY DRAWING OF THE ROTA
Havana Lottery, conducted by the Spanish Goyernmed)
under the supervision of the Captain Genersl of Onbs, ™
take place at HAVANA, on
SATURDAY, Augusl 25th, 1860.

8360:-000,
SORTEO NUMERO 641 ORDIN‘EUO-

CAPITAL PRIZE_$100,000! .
.o-tu-o--o'lm'm Bomof---""‘ Ill---,'
LA A R R R R NEENY] ' 80 “ Bassnsanint .I;

30,000 | 153 o
y000 | 20 Approximations... &*°
b 10,000

Four Approximations to the $100,000 of $500 esch: & ¢
$400 to $50,000; 4 of $400to $30,000: 4 of $400 to #3000
¢ of $400 to $10,000. N

Whole Tickets 8§20 ; Halves §10 ; Quarters §

Prizes cashed at sight at 6 per cent. discount.

Bills on all solvent taken at par. ,
tnA drawing will be forwarded as soon as the result becor

own.

#a~ All orders for Schemes or Tickets to be addressel[]

DON RODRIG t, Charleston, B. (-
R 189834 1*

MANHOOD,

HOW lfOST, HOW RESTORED.
Just Published, in a Sealed J'.'m‘??}’f"_
[} A LECTURE ON THE NATURE, T#
MENT AND RADICAL CURE OF S0
MATORRH(EA, or Seminal Weaknesh “o
ual Debility, Nervousness and Involuntary Fmissiots [0/
ducing Impotency Consumption and Mental snd Phys

Debility.

.__By ROB. J. CULVERWELL, M. D..
The important fact that the awful consequences '
abuse m:‘{ be effectually removed without infei™® © ..
cines or the dangerous applications of caustics, st bt
medicated bougies, and other empirical devices M
clearly demonstrated, and the entirely new sud big ‘3..;-:.-
cessful treatment, as adopted by the celebrated 808" o
explained, by mesns of which every one is enabled -
himself perfectly, and at the least possible cosh
avoiding all the advertised nostroms of the day-
tare will prove a boon tq thousands and thousan!s: sotip!
Sent under seal to any address, post paid, on the et

v KLINE
of two posuﬁe stamps, by addressing Dr. CH. J. U KL
M. D., 480 First Avenue, .

ew York, Post Box 4550
July 17, 1860. L 18083517
70 HHDS. Prime Muscovado Molasses ;
60 bbls. choice New Orleana Syrup ;

150 sacks Marshall's and Ashton’s Salt’;
45 chests Green and Black Teas—in 5 and 10 1b. P
20 hhds, choice Cincinnati Sides and Shoulders;
100 bags prime Rio Coffee ;
250 kegs Nails—all gizes ;

30 clfh fresgh beat Charleston Rice ;
50 bbls. choice large new Herring.

July 18, ©

Prize of.
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SUNDRIKS,
acksgef

For sale by_
HATHAWA

NEW HERRINGS,

For sale by HATHAWA

253318. NEW HALIFAX mnm&in
4 g. 8, 1660,




